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SUBJECT: CPPCC CLOSING: TENG NEW CHAIRMAN 

REF: A) HONG KONG 3167; B) HONG KONG 3127; C) PEKING 637; 

D) PEKING 617 

SUMMARY. THE CONCLUSION OP THE CPPCC SESSION MARKED A 
PERSONAL TRIUMPH POR TENG HSIAO-PING WITH HIS EMERGENCE 
AS A "CHAIRMAN" IN HIS OWN RIGHT. UNTIL THE CPPCC BEGINS 
TO PUNCTION, HOWEVER, THE ACTUAL IMPORTANCE OP THE BODY 
WILL NOT BE CLEAR DESPITE ITS CHARTER TO "ADVISE" AND 
"MUTUALLY SUPERVISE" THE PARTY AND STATE AT ALL LEVELS 
AND TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP IN UNITED FRONT ACTIVITIES. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1. AS PROJECTED EARLIER (HONG KONG 2529), TENG 
HSIAO-PING TOOK ON TOP RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE POLITICAL 
CONSULTATIVE CONPERENCE (CPPCC) WITH HIS MARCH 7 ELECTION 
AS CHAIRMAN. TENG’S DEPUTIES ON THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ARE VIRTUALLY ALL CLOSE SUPPORTERS AND THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY CADRE REPRESENTATION IN THE CPPCC READS LIKE A 
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"WHO'S WHO" OF PARTY VETERANS WITH LINKS TO TENG. 

2. TENG'S ASCENSION TO THE POST OP CHAIRMAN SHOULD NOT 

BE UNDERESTIMATED SINCE IT PUTS HIM ON A SYMBOLIC PAR WITH HUA 
IN TERMS OP TITLES (CHU HSI). AS THE INHERITOR OF 
CHOU'S MANTLE IN THIS JOB, HE IS ALSO TAKING ON AN 
IMPORTANT SYMBOLIC ROLE FOR THE VETERAN CADRE. ON THE 
BASIS OP INPLUENCE AND PERSONAL AUTHORITY, THERE IS LITTLE 
DOUBT THAT MAO WAS THE DOMINANT PARTNER IN THE MAO-CHOU 
LEADERSHIP. BUT NOW, EVEN WITH YEH CHIEN-YING ON HUA'S 
SIDE IN THE HUA-TENG SUCCESSION TEAM, TENG HAS A 
SHARE OF POWER AT LEAST EQUAL TO THAT OF THE OTHER TWO. 

3. WHILE WE CANNOT ASSESS THE PULL IMPACT OP THE 
CPPCC'S IMPORTANCE UNTIL IT BEGINS TO PUNCTION, THERE IS 
IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITY POR ADVISING PARTY AND STATE 
ORGANS AT ALL LEVELS AND LEADERSHIP IN UNITED PRONT WORK. 

THE CPPCC HAS IMPORTANT DOMESTIC AND EXTERNAL AFPAIRS 
DUTIES WHICH CORRESPOND TO RESPONSIBILITIES EXERCISED 

BY TENG IN THE POLITBURO STANDING COMMITTEE - FOREIGN 
APFAIRS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AND EDUCATION. ON THE 
POREIGN POLICY SIDE, PEKING'S EFPORTS TO WOO OVERSEAS 
CHINESE OPINION ON THE TAIWAN ISSUE IS LIKELY TO BE 
PARAMOUNT. 

4. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE ORGANIZATION WILL TAKE ON KEY 
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DUTIES POR THE COORDINATION OP WORK WITH INTELLECTUALS 
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE CHINA. MUCH OF THIS WILL BE GEARED 
TO CONVINCING THE INTELLECTUALS TO PARTICIPATE MORE 
PULLY IN CHINA'S DEVELOPMENT PLANS, A ROLE WHICH WE 
PEEL IS SIGNIPICANT. PUBLICATION OP A JOINT PEOPLE'S 
DAILY, RED PLAG AND LIBERATION ARMY DAILY EDITIORIAL TO 
MARK THE CLOSING ALSO APPEARS TO UNDERSCORE THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OP THE CPPCC. 

5. WE WOULD EXPECT PROM THE RANKING OP CPPCC LEADERS 
THAT WEI KUO-CHING WILL TAKE ON THE DAY-TO-DAY ACTIVITIES 
OP MANAGING THE CPPCC MUCH AS WE PROJECTED ULANPU WOULD 
ASSUME THOSE DUTIES POR THE NPC (HONG KONG 2625). ALFTER 
LONG PERIODS OP INACTIVITY, YEH CHIN-YING'S BROTHER, 

YEH TAO-YING, HAS RESURPACED AS A MEMBER OF THE CPPCC 
STANDING COMMITTEE. THE YOUNGER YEH WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED 
IN HONG KONG/MACAO REAL ESTATE IN THE EARLY I950'S AND 
WAS A MEMBER OF THE NON-PARTY "PATRIOTIC PERSONAGES" 
DELEGATION AT THE RECENT CPPCC SESSION. 

SHOESMITH 
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